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This study examined the barriers influencing educational attainment among
homeless, African-American males between the ages of 30 to 70 years in Atlanta,
Georgia. The ten participants in the study were recruited from public areas. The
participants signed a consent form and were informed they could have terminated the
interview.
The study identified two barriers that impact levels of educational attainment: (1)
family violence, including verbal and emotional abuse and (2) post-traumatic stress
caused by the judicial system, specifically stress that results from incarceration and lack
of direct support upon release. After the study was conducted, it was found that the
baseline attribute was poor father involvement. The study found that 70% of the men
interviewed reported that they had little to no father involvement growing up. The men
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interviewed relate the lack of involvement by their specific father to their lack of
educational attainment; but through conducting this study, it was found that poor father
involvement may be a contributing factor to the lack of educational attainment among the
subjects. The study also exhibits an immediate need for federally-regulated shelters and
social rehabilitation programs designed to restore one's ability to become self-sufficient
by providing the essentials needed to function on a daily basis.
A STUDY OF THE BARRIERS INFLUENCING EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
The objective of this study is to identify and understand the barriers that influence
educational attainment among African-American males, specifically in Atlanta, Georgia
who are between the ages of 30-70 years. The goal of this study was to bring about an
awareness of the need for education engagement in African-American communities.
Educational attainment is the foundation for gaining economic stability and having access
to the American dream. (Featherman & Hauser, 1978). In other words, education
occupies a central place in the analysis of social stratification and mobility. In concept,
the American dream consists of applying, getting accepted, and graduating from college.
After college, in concept, one would obtain employment in one's field of study.
Thereafter, one would get married, have children, and start a family unit that would also
follow those same processes. Prior to the end of the industrialization period, education
was not valued nor needed to survive in America. One was able to work in a factory with
no education and still feed and provide for their family. With the emergence ofmodern
America and the shift to a service-based economy, an increased emphasis was placed on
human capital. The shift away from physical capital led to an increase in the value of
education. Also, the changes in the demand for educated individuals were influenced by
technological changes, and thus there has been a consecutive correlation between
educational attainment and high socioeconomic status (Pulliam, 1991).
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When speaking of educational attainment, this study is specifically observing educational
attainment, as it relates to seeking postsecondary education. Educational attainment is
defined as the highest degree of education an individual has completed, as stated by the
Census Bureau glossary.
African Americans and Hispanics have lower levels of educational achievement
and attainment, when compared to Caucasians and Asians. According to the 2005 U.S.
Census, 74% of black males graduated high school, and 14% graduated from college;
while 85% of white males graduated high school, and 27% graduated from college.
According to the US Census of 2005, all race and ethnic groups increased educational
attainment over the period, but there are still different levels of attainment. With these
findings it would appropriate to ask the question of, "what factors or barriers influence
the low rates, of educational attainment, among African-American males?" This study
aims to identify the factors and barriers that influence educational attainment among
homeless, African-American males in Atlanta, Georgia between the ages of 30 to 70
years.
Statement of the Problem
The problem is that at every level of educational attainment achievement rates for
African-American men are lower than white males, and this gap has grew over the
decade (Bond, 1966). In return, traditionally disadvantaged groups, mainly African
Americans, experience poorer quality of employment, living, and socioeconomic
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mobility. This study recognizes that there is a formal inequality of opportunity and access
to education and educational attainment that varies systematically among race, family,
background, class, and historically oppressed groups. The Model of Status Attainment
also verifies that there is a formal inequality of opportunity and access to education, as
well as educational attainment that differs systematically, among race, family
background, class, and historically oppressed groups. The Model of Status Attainment
examines the interdependence between social origins, education, career beginnings, and
examines their direct and indirect influences on occupational achievements (Blau &
Duncan, 1967). In reference to this study, the Model of Status Attainment would be
useful when examining the factors that influence educational attainment of African-
American males.
The underlying issue is that African-American males have the highest rates of
unemployment and the lowest rates of educational achievement, in comparison to other
ethnic groups. As a result, black men cannot obtain employment because they do not
qualify for many jobs that are available. Unemployment rates are increasing, and the
numbers of persons without a postsecondary are stagnant (Dorgon, 2009).
When one speaks of having access to a better life, one is speaking of owning a
home, owning a car, being able to provide food, clothing, medical care for family
members, putting children through college, and taking part in other societal norms. When
speaking of societal norms, one may be referring to extracurricular activities like going
out to eat, going to the movies, participating in sports, and participating in club activities.
Again, the problem at hand is that African-American men have low levels of educational
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achievement, which is why African-American men overpopulate unemployment rates,
prison rates, homelessness rates, and crime rates. The problem is that not enough black
men graduate from college and go on to earn a higher degree, such as a bachelor's degree
or a master's degree (Bromann, 2012). There are many factors that influence African-
American male educational achievement, such as generational factors, social factors,
environmental factors, and historical factors.
Purpose of the Study
The purpose of this study is to identify the barriers and factors that influence
educational attainment among homeless, African-American males between the ages of
30-70 years in Atlanta, GA. The objective of this study was to prove that continuing ones
education will increase the chances of future job attainability and economic
sustainability. Issues discussed are barriers to continuing education, factors that influence
educational attainment, dropout rates, and reasoning. Also, this paper looks into social
work implications and solutions from an Afrocentric perspective to identified barriers.
The specific groups of people that will be observed are homeless, African-American
males, enrolled in Atlanta, Georgia between the ages 30 to 70 years.
I interviewed this specific population of people because this group of people was
very accessible, in need, historically oppressed, and overlooked. The specific geographic
location that I utilize for my study was Atlanta, Georgia. The reason this geographic
location was chosen for this study is because there are high rates of unemployment, high
school dropout, homelessness, and crime in this area. Therefore, the need for a study as
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such is high. The dependent variable of this study is educational attainment. The
independent variable is educational access or opportunity as it relates to available
educational resources, such as federal aid, scholarships, loans, and work study. America
used to be number one in the country for having the highest rates of people, holding a
post-secondary degree. Now America is number 16, according to sources, thus there are
issues that need to be addressed (Landsman, 2006).
It is theorized that higher education leads to economic sustainability and societal
mobility; thus, the high rates of unemployment rates, prison rates, homelessness rates,
and crime rates among African-American males are a result of low educational
attainment.
Research Questions
The research question for this study is "are there specific systems influencing
African-American men's access to education?" Another question would be "does the
history of African-American men, in regards to slavery, and the oppression and
marginalization of African Americans, in America, play a part in the lack of educational
attainment among African-American men?" Additionally, the question would also be
"does the lack of knowledge about federal programs contribute to the lack of educational
attainment among African-American men, specifically in Atlanta, Georgia? Also, "does
the judicial system influence the educational attainment among African-American
males?" In asking these questions, one would hope to be able to identify the barriers
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influencing educational attainment among African-American males. After identifying the
barriers found, one would hope to also offer some possible solutions.
Hypothesis
This study is designed to assess the hypothesis that one's life experiences, race,
socioeconomic status, generational oppressions, and response to federal policies and
procedures influence the rates educational attainment among homeless, African-
American males in Atlanta, Georgia who are between the ages of 30-70 years. The
purpose of investigating the barriers that influence educational attainment among the
target population is to bring awareness to the need for educational and supportive
services for African-American males. This study aimed to prove that supportive services,
like counseling, federal supervision, skill building opportunities, and financial support,
homeless, African-American males will increase their rates of educational attainment.
Significance ofthe Study
The significance of this study is that there is little research out there on the
barriers that influence the rates of educational attainment among homeless, African-
American men. Also, there is limited research on the reasons why some families have
never had a family member attend and graduate college. The contribution that this study
will make for future generations is that it will provide a guide that will direct students
from diverse backgrounds on what it means to attend and graduate from a four-year
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college or institution and to educate them on the factors that can contribute to their failure
and success. This study has contributed to the profession of social work by providing
qualitative data that will allow study participants to identify their needs and perspectives
on the issue at hand, which is educational attainment, as it refers to employment
attainability and economic sustainability.
In conclusion, this study has consisted of investigating the factors that influence
educational attainment among African-American males between the ages of 30-70 years
in Atlanta, GA. The independent variable in this study was educational access. The
dependent variable in my study was educational attainment. The type of design I used to
conduct my study was the cross-sectional design. I chose to use this type of design
because this study explains the relationship between educational access and lack of
educational attainment among homeless, African-American males.
CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
The topic of educational attainment was chosen because today's job market is
shifting, and to remain employed in America sources say that one must have more than
an high school diploma. Jobs are requiring that applicants have more credentials, and
skill sets. One such source is a report titled, Complete College Georgia, Georgia's
Higher Education Completion Plan 2012. This report found that in the state of Georgia
the majority of available jobs are out of reach to a majority of its residents due to a lack
of education (Carnevale, Smith, & Strohl, 2010). Georgia's Higher Education
Completion Plan is a joint effort between the University System of Georgia and the
Technical College System of Georgia to increase college completion rates by organizing
and funding projects that focus on educational attainment. The report forecasted that by
the year 2020, 60% ofjobs in Georgia will require some form of a college education,
whether it's a certificate, associates, or bachelor's degree. Furthermore, to become self-
sufficient one would need to attain education beyond high school to create a prosperous
future, and stable financial situation.
Case Study
In order to gain more knowledge concerning the matters at hand the book
Educational Attainment of Workers was referenced (Washington DC, 1971). The study
examined educational attainment among workers apart of the labor force. The goal of this
study is to prove that during the years of 1940-1971, more workers were seeking higher
education and in return contributing to higher numbers in labor statistics. According to
the survey taken by the Bureau of the Census in 1971, the rates of educational attainment
of the labor force were 12.4%. This population included the civilian noninstitutional
population, 18 years or older. The median education of the employed was 12.0 years,
while that of the unemployed was only 9.9 years. The groups examined were broad in
coverage, but it is evident that the level of educational attainment of the labor force is
rising slightly and that has increased the educational level of the employed within
occupational groups rather than causing great changes in one's occupational distribution.
The study confirmed that people with higher education contributed more to labor
force statistics of employed individuals than did those with lesser education. Moreover,
the study provided information on the statistics that contribute to the theory that higher
education leads to greater chances of employment. Also, the study highlights the
relationship between higher education and self-sufficiency. A book entitled Social Goals
and Educational Reform was reviewed to gain knowledge around the barriers influencing
educational attainment among homeless African-American males in Atlanta, Georgia.
The book agrees with the concept that in order to help students achieve their academic
goals, a student's basic needs must be met.
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For example, if a student is living on the street with his mother who is homeless
and unemployed, his chances of having high educational performance are less than a
student from a two parent household that grosses $80,000 a year. Most importantly this
book alludes to the fact that there are social and economic factors influencing the
educational attainment of African Americans and other minorities (Willie & Miller,
1988).
Historical Perspective
The study also asserts that the reason many African-American males do not aspire
to gain higher education is because historically, African Americans were not socialized to
do such. In the past, the educational systems in America have federally banned the
participation of African Americans in school systems, which may contribute to the
current low rates among African-American men in Atlanta, Georgia. Since the beginning
of slavery and up until the Civil Rights Movement, African Americans have not had
equal opportunities to gain education. For example, Brown vs. The Board of Education of
Topeka in 1954 exhibits the fight for African Americans to have access to the education
system in America. This Supreme Court decision produced a theory that validated the
right for African Americans to have access to education.
The 1958 National Defense Education Act, as well as the 1964 Civil Rights Act,
sought to further the educational attainment among African Americans and other
oppressed groups. The initiation of these laws show that African Americans were not
allowed to pursue an education in the past, and that has had a residual effect on the
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educational attainment of present day African Americans (Mungazi, 1999). Clearly
there are other factors, such as policies and passed laws, that affect the educational
attainment of African-American males. The first study variable is family income because
higher income families have higher rates of their children doing well in school. The
second study variable is family social history and home environment because adoption,
sickness, and disabilities often affect the educational attainment of students.
To understand the concept of educational attainment and the barriers involved in
regards to educational attainment among African-American males, one must look into the
historical perspective. Historically, there have been systems, laws, and polices in place
that have influenced the rates of educational attainment among African-American males.
Afrocentric Perspective
The Afrocentric perspective is a perspective that entails a methodology of
thoughts that promotes a way of thinking that considers African-American norms,
culture, experiences, spirituality, and customs. An Afrocentric theoretical approach is
also utilized as a framework in directing practitioners working with African-American
families (Borum, 2007). When thinking of the Afrocentric perspective, one is
acknowledging the historical foundation of African-American people. The article "Why
We Can't Wait" described African Americans as neither immigrants nor indigenous
persons (Washington, 1971). The article portrayed African Americans as unaware of the
true power and history of African-American people. The article stated that though
Africans were present on American soil before most ethnic Europeans, it is concerning
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that African Americans have yet to live in an environment free of notions of black
inferiority and white supremacy. The article also places importance on understanding the
intra-group diversity of African Americans. Specifically, the article described the one
size fits all analogy and its limitations when applying that theory to working with
African-American families. The truth is that there are many differentiations between
African Americans, and to categorize all African-American families under one umbrella
would not be accurate.
The values that this article utilizes are individuality, worth of person, and
competence (Bond, 1966). In regards to individuality the article speaks about intragroup
diversity. In the regards of worth of person, the article refers to racial identity. When
speaking of competence, the article acknowledges that African-American families are
wary of services delivered by professionals which would be helpful information in the
case where a social worker may be working with someone of African descent who may
need medical attention.
This article was important to my study because when looking at the factors that
influence educational attainment, the article would suggest for one to observe the social
history of the family to further investigate any barriers. The article speaks about how
generational norms in African-American families are prevalent, which would validate the
concept that if one's family members did not seek or obtain a postsecondary education
the odds that the younger family members will do the same are high.
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Importance of Empowerment
The importance of the empowering African Americans through social work
practice, in regards to this study is the fact that the study aims to provide tools and
approaches to better assist social workers with helping African-American families. One
ofthe tools that the study provides is the empowerment theory. The empowerment theory
helps people develop a stronger sense of self, identity, and value (Manning et al., 2004).
The empowerment theory can be utilized in my study by providing an opportunity to
education for the participants of my study and by also providing information on available
resources for those who are interested in continuing their education.
The importance of the "Toward an Afrocentric Research Methodology" article, hi
relation to my study is the fact that the article emphasizes new orientations to the creation
and interpretation of data (Rushing, 2001). This article is influential in my study because
it provides an alternative to interpreting data. Instead of looking at the retention rates
among African-American men, one is looking at the data on the barriers that stopped
students from seeking postsecondary education, posthigh school. My study aims to
understand and resolve problems around the educational attainment among homeless,
African-American men in Atlanta, Georgia who are between the ages of 30 to 70 years.
Theoretical Perspective
There are many theories that will to the research of the factors affecting
educational attainment among African-American males residing in shelters or considered
homeless in
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Atlanta, Georgia. The theories that this study examinations focus on are the social
learning theory and the ecological theory. These theories support the mentioned
hypothesis by proving that the lack of knowledge, models, and resources available to
homeless, African-American men in Atlanta, Georgia, contribute to the low rates of
educational attainment among African-American men. The social learning theory states
that learning is a cognitive process that takes place in a social context (Bond, 1966). In
regards to the educational attainment of African-American males, it suggests that some of
the educational attainment rates are a result of the lack of will or motive to gain
educational attainment. In the African-American culture, higher education has been
frowned upon due to African Americans not having access to a good education (Bond,
1966). In some groups, if a person of color has a degree and is articulate, it will be said
that the African-American person is acting Caucasian.
One would use the social learning theory to portray the relationship between the
past histories of the educating of the black man in America and the current lack of
educational attainment among homeless, African-American men in Atlanta, Georgia. One
would aim to research if the African-American male's past restrictions on access to
education in America has a relationship to the current lack of educational attainment
among African-American men today.
The relationship between educational attainment and the ecological theory, as it
relates to African-American men, is that one cannot progress educationally in a bad
environment. A bad environment would be described as a home that has drug usage
issues, criminal activity, incest, and physical violence. A person who is exposed to these
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types of happenings will also suffer trauma and would possibly act out in another matter.
The ecological theory suggests that a person's environment has a lot to do with the
choices one makes, as well as the resources available. The ecological theory would
suggest that African Americans have low educational attainment rates due to their home
environment, which may have other social issues surrounding it. This study also utilizes
the self-perception theory, which states that attitude change and behavior change is
fostered by getting people to advocate for their own needs (Rushing, 2001). This theory is
important to the educational attainment in African Americans in Atlanta, Georgia,
because it proves that teaching people how to advocate for themselves will more likely
help them to mobilize through the education system.
CHAPTER III
METHODOLOGY
For this study, the nonexperimental qualitative design was utilized. This design
was chosen because the target population was administered a survey that question the
participants on their familial history, life experiences and educational achievements. The
survey consists of a series of open ended questions that provided the researcher an
opportunity to analyze data. The procedure that was used to collect data and recruit
participants consisted of soliciting individuals at public parks and other public areas
where homeless people may be located. Also, the instrument used to collect data was
approved by the Institutional Review Board at Clark Atlanta University. Each participant
signed a consent form stating that were informed of the purpose of the study. Participants
were informed about what would be done with the findings. The consent form informed
participants of confidentiality policies around the study and their information.
Sample
The sample population was ten African-American males who resided in shelters
or were considered homeless in Atlanta, GA. There is an age cap on the participants that
were solicited. This study also only recruited African-American males between the ages
of 30 and 70 years. All participants must reside in Atlanta, Georgia, and must also be
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living in a shelter, or identified as homeless. The setting of the study varied on the
location ofthe participants. If the individual was in a public park or outside, in general,
the interview took place in that location. The method of this study was to learn about the
personal life experiences that resulted in one's lack of obtaining an education or seeking
further education, thus to correlate the trends or patterns among the individuals in the
focus group. No treatment was applicable for this study. The levels of measurements for
the study consisted of nominal, ordinal, and ratio measurements. The nominal variables
consisted of occupation and religion. The ordinal variables were of social class, levels of
education, levels of family member's level of education, and Likert-scale questions on
attitudes. The ratio variables consisted of age and income.
Instrument
The instrument used for this study was an opened-ended questionnaire. The
validity of the instrument was based upon the approval of Dr. Kim and the Institutional
Review Board at Clark Atlanta University. The instrument was considered valid through
construct validity, which means that the tool provides data that highlights how the
variable to be measured is logically inter-related to other variables (Babbie, 2010). The
study was foreseen to provide data on the specific variables that are negatively affecting
the educational attainment of African-American men.
The reliability the selected instrument is based upon the fact that all questions will
have no ambiguous wording, and none of the questions will be retrospective. The
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procedure that used to analyze data was interviews. The interviews lasted five to nine
minutes, depending on the participants' responses. The limitations of the study are that all
participants have different educational motivations, and that some African Americans
may not value or see a need for obtaining education or a higher education. This factor is
considered the dummy variable, which is the will to seek education. The researcher
traveled to two or more shelters in Atlanta, Georgia to conduct eight to ten, 15-minute
interviews with the study sample.
Data Analysis
To analyze the data collected in a qualitative manner, one gathered the findings
and coded the responses. For example, one of the questions on the questionnaire was
"what do you think stopped you from getting or seeking further education?" The answer
to that question would be coded in one out of three ways, as employment or money
issues, family issues, and social issues. When speaking of employment issues, one may
have responded to the question with claims of, "not having the money to go to school," or
"not being able to maintain a needed job, while in school," or "not having financial
support." When speaking of family issues, one may have responded with claims of "not
having a babysitter," or "feelings of not wanting to leave family members," or
"behavioral issues, regarding family members." When speaking of social issues, a
respondent may have claims of "drug abuse or use," "domestic violence," "sexual abuse,"
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and "institutionalization." These different types of codes help this study highlight the
trends, and patterns that we see, as a result of this study.
Limitations of the Study
The limitations of the study were the data collected was qualitative, which may
only be interpreted rather than measured. Due to the study method, the data collected was
only useful in the manner of trying to understand the nature of the lack of educational
attainment rates among African-American men, which would present as a limitation, due
to the fact that one may be seeking indefinite answers or solutions. The information
gathered was able to be investigated, researched, and interpreted, but the data was not
universal due to it being qualitative.
CHAPTER IV
PRESENTATION OF FINDINGS
The presentation of the findings consisted of highlighting certain trends and
aiming to identify some possible solutions for generations to come. One also had a
collage of audio types that display findings and correlations in the barriers influencing
educational attainment among the focus group. Some of the demographic information
gathered for all participants will be gender, age, race, education completion level and
marital status.
Demographic Data
It was found that the average age of a participant was around 47 years old, and
that he had graduated from high school. This table is very important because it clarifies
that the majority of the participants have completed high school and some college, which
is an important factor when attempting to identify the barriers as shown in Table 1.
















In regards to the supplemental survey that was completed by the participants, the
findings were as such: 60% of the men reported that they had a good elementary school
experience, and 30% of the men reported that they had a poor middle school experience.
Participants reported that when they were growing up there was no middle school, thus
they had no middle school experience. It is important to highlight the fact that middle
school was not constructed, during the timeline, in which our participants were growing
up as shown in Table 2.
Table 2- School Experience













































Table 3 and 4 show that participants have reported that their fathers involvement
was poor, which may also illustrate why the educational attainment levels are lower
among homeless African-American males.
Table 3 Family Involvement in Education




















































































knowledge of Somewhat good










As detailed by the Table 4, participants reported that their knowledge on
educational support is somewhat good. This is very important because the participants
acknowledged that they have moderate knowledge about funding options for education.
As detailed by Table 5, participants reported that their chances to further their
education and gain employment are between good and excellent. This finding is
important to portray the participants continued hope and faith that they may too strive to
be more successful.

























































Research Questions and Findings
Research Question 1: Do you believe that you had an equal opportunity to gain and
education?
For research question 1, it was found that 100% of the participants felt that they
did have an equal opportunity to gain an education, but due to life experiences, they were
unable to complete or further their education.
Research Question 2: What do you believe prevented you from furthering your
education?
In regards to question 2, the majority of participants felt that family abuse, fear of
failure, and the judicial system is what stopped them from earning further education, as
detailed in Table 6.























Research Question 3: What do you believe that society needs to do to prevent people like
yourself from becoming homeless?
In regards to question 3, it was found that the majority of participants felt that the
government needs to get involved with the homelessness issue on micro and mezzo
levels. The participants also felt that the public needs to come downtown around 11:00pm
and 5:30am to see how many men, women, and children sleep under bridges, in parking
decks, behind business, in parks, on the street, and in the woods. The participant felt that
during the day, the face of the homeless is painted as a criminal who hurts people; when
in reality, the face of the homeless varies and often is made up of good people who have
experienced some type of trauma, death in the family, family abuse, judicial oppression,
and life of forced crime.
After conducting the research study on the barriers influencing educational
attainment among African-American males between the ages 30 to 70 years in Atlanta,
Georgia, it was found that there are two main barriers, influencing the rates of
educational attainment. The first barrier is family violence. Many of the participants
reported that the main reasons for their lack of educational attainment is related to
familial issues and family abuse. It was reported that many of the men that were
interviewed, have suffered from some type of emotional, verbal, or psychological abuse.
For example, one participant stated that he never aspired to further their education
because of his "fear of failure." The participant stated that he has very low self-esteem
due to the years of verbal abuse that he was subjected to by his mother. The participant
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stated that his mother use to tell him at a very young age that "he will end up a bum, like
his father," "he will never be good at anything," "he is ugly" and that "he is stupid." The
participant stated that "the verbal abuse hurt him because he loves his mother and always
has."
The participant also stated that "growing up, he always thought his mother was
right, and he believed that the mother was telling him the truth." The participant stated
that it was not until adulthood that he was able to emotionally separate himself from the
abuse and control of his mother. The participant stated that once he got older, he was able
to understand that the mother's negativity was an expression of how she felt about herself
and her own failures. It was also reported that 70% ofmen have not had a relationship
with their father. Also, it was found that the average participant is around 47 years old
and has graduated high school.
It was also reported by a participant that he was treated like the black sheep of the
family throughout his entire life and that this experience also contributed to bis lack
of educational attainment and the will to further his education. The participant stated that
"he never was allowed to participant in family events, family outings, family sports." The
participant stated that he never knew why he was treated differently than other family
members, and still to this day he does not understand why his family has continued to
isolate him. The participant stated that he felt like he would never become successful,
thus he lost his motivation to strive for higher accomplishments.
The second identified barrier influencing educational attainment among African-
American men between the ages 30 to 70 years in Atlanta, Georgia is the judicial system.
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It was reported by the participants that they experienced trauma from some type of
judicial experience, in which they were incarcerated or harassed by police. One
participant stated that when he got out ofjail after being institutionalized for 5 years, he
was mentally unable to get his life back on the right track. The participant stated that the
judicial system did not have consistent follow-up services available to him to ensure that
he would be able to integrate back into society. The participant stated that there were
services mentioned, but there was no real help on how to retrieve certain services, such as
locating housing, finding a job, and getting back into school. This participant stated that
when he got out ofjail, he really had no support from family or any support from the
government, which then lead him to become homeless and reinstitutionalized.
CHAPTER V
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary of the Study
In summary, it was found that the homeless, African-American men in Atlanta,
Georgia who are between the ages of 30 and 70 years are verbalizing the request for
governmental intervention on a community-based level. Homeless African-American
men are asking for access to housing, transportation, showers, haircuts, bus fare, job
training, clothing, shoes, respect, love, and employment. There is also a major need for
the men to have assistance with obtaining proof of identification, such as a valid
identification, a birth certificate, and Social Security card. It has been reported that these
individuals are all citizens of America and are in need of systematical support. The
participants have reported that there are many shelters closing down due to the lack of
funding. One participant, in particular referenced, a shelter on Jefferson Street. The
interviewee states that this shelter was one of the few shelters where the shelter staff
treated residents with respect. He reported that many times the shelter staffs will treat the
residents like children, which causes conflict, and eventually you either leave the shelter
or you get put out. It was also reported that many shelters require you to have a valid ID,
and many times the men do not have it. It was reported that many of the
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participants do not have the money or knowledge on where to go to get a valid ID. Also,
it was stated that if you do not have the proper proof of address, you also may not be able
to obtain an identification card.
Implication for Social Work
As a future clinician, it would be fair to say that the homeless, African-American
men of Atlanta, Georgia need interventions and programs that provide services, such as
counseling, trauma assessments, transportation, long term housing, employment, and
overall support. The homeless, African-American men of Atlanta, Georgia do not blame
anyone for their lack of success and there failures. These men are only asking for
immediate help and rescue. It was not reported that this population, also suffers from
mental illness, but mental illness was observed by the investigator.
Many of the men were unable to provide complete thoughts to the research
questions posed. Many of the men smelled of alcohol and were unkempt. Many of the
men did not have coats or hats. Many of the men were underweight and fragile. As the
investigator, I was humbled by my time with the respondents. One would hope that this






The Following instrument will be used to investigate the factors that influence educational attainment among African-American men,
in Atlanta, Georgia
African-American Men and Educational Attainment Survey
Demographic Sheet
Highest level of Completed Education:
For each item identified below, circle the number
to the right that best fits your judgment of its quality.
Use the rating scale to select the quality number.
Survey Item
How would you rate your Elementary School experience?
How would you rate your Middle School experience?
How would you rate your High School experience?




































How would you rate your mother's involvement in your life?
How would you rate your other family member's involvement in your life?
How would you rate your last school attended involvement, in preparing you for the workforce?
How would you rate your knowledge on government programs that assist with financing educational
opportunities?
How would you rate your family's knowledge on government programs that assist with financing
educational opportunities?
How would you rate your chances to further your education?
How would you rate your chances of gaining employment, without any further education?








































African-American Men and Educational Attainment
Questionnaire
1. Do you feel that you had an equal opportunity, to obtain an education? If so, why
or why not?
2. What do you feel stopped you from getting an education, or prevented you from
furthering your education?
3. What do you think society needs to help people, like yourself, become successful,
and to avoid homelessness?
4. Did any physical, learning, or mental disabilities contribute to your lack of
educational attainment?
















RE: African American Men and Education Attainment.
Principal Investigator(s): Patricia Cureton
Human Subjects Code Number: HR2014-10-549-1
Dear Ms. Cureton:
The Human Subjects Committee of the Institutional Review Board (IRB) has reviewed
your protocol and approved of it as exempt in accordance with 45 CFR 46.101(b)(2).
Your Protocol Extended Approval Code is HR201 4-10-549-1 /A
This permit will expire on November 1, 2015. Thereafter, continued approval is
contingent upon the annual submission of a renewal form to this office.
The CAU IRB acknowledges your timely completion of the cm IRB Training in Protection
of Human Subjects - "Social and Behavioral Sciences Track". Your certification is valid
for two years.
If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Georgianna Bolden at the Office of
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